
AN ANALYSIS OF THE FEMINISM IN THE NOVELS OF JANE AUSTEN

the "feminist" themes attributed to Jane Austen by a critic like. Frank W. sequent analysis of "womanhood" in Jane
Austen's novels is based on what she.

Krishnaswamy and Varghese  Heroines such as Elizabeth and Emma demonstrate that they are "capable of
learning morals through experience and the exercise of their own judgment" , while rational Elinor assists
emotional Marianne in her moral education. Pride and Prejudice.. Pride and Prejudice is a personal essay, a
statement of Jane Austen's feelings about the perfect lady, marriage, and the relationship between the sexes.
Literary criticism: An introduction to theory and practice. The essential claim of Enlightenment feminism was
that women, not having been denied powers of reason, must have the moral status appropriate to 'rational
beings,' formed in the image of a rational God. However, these three women differ greatly in their following
of feminine concepts, as well as their attitude towards marriage. Chowdhury 3 This reflects the point that
Charlotte, in a male-dominated society, took decision to marry in order to secure her own future. This
dependence is viewed as a natural phenomenon of upper and Chowdhury 2 middle class England by most of
the people and was not questioned by anyone. By the effect of society bourgeois, Emma has little
self-arrogant. For example, Claudia Johnson views Emma as a powerful heroine, an artist who controls her
home, her marriage choice, her community and her money. FATI MA 3 Jane Austen who emerged on the
scene much before the feminist criticism gained importance can be included in the tradition for her voicing of
feelings, dreams, aspirations, follies of women of the contemporary society and representing the suppressing
economic conditions which makes them subversive to men. Second category was Women as Writer. However
little known the feelings or views of such a man may be on his first entering the neighborhood, this truth is so
well fixed in the minds of the surrounding families that he is considered as the rightful property of some one
or other of their daughters. Chowdhury 4 It seems to the readers that, a woman should be expert in all of these
criteria not for getting her own pleasure but for being desirable to the men. It shows, Charlotte Lucas married
simply for sake of a future in a male-dominated society. The exchange would then explicitly reject the
conventional view of women as nothing more than contestants in the marriage lottery, armed only with studied
coquettishness and the ability to "knit purses. Jane Austen is showing here that one of the best characteristics
that a woman can have is a free will that is not traditional always. Jane Austen grew up in a patriarchal society,
with a father being a clergyman. She faces many problems in her life. This study gives significance for the
researcher to understand and provides more knowledge about feminism. While Steeves concluded that
Austen's time had not been "ripe for rational and meaningful discussion of women's rights," Brown gave more
than a dozen examples of Wollstonecraft arguments dramatized by Austen females.


