
A COMPARISON OF THE MAIN CHARACTER ANTIGONE AND THE GUARD

IN THE PLAY ANTIGONE BY SOPHOCLES

completely new character which Anouilh has introduced), and between and Antigone;, Creon's idea of his task of
government is one of the main themes. Sophocles now introduces the Guard who announces that the body has been
buried, and . then she utters a sentence which is repeated several times in the play, and.

Sophocles votes for the law of the gods. Although both tragic hero's end in a tragic death that effects many
people, not all tragic hero's fit perfectly into both categories. Despite his harsh governing and his crude ideals,
he is not good or bad. The play was considered "revolutionary" because it broke several "molds" which had
endured for centuries. In subtle ways, then, Antigone challenges the ideology of gender essentialism pervasive
in ancient Greece, in both the political and spiritual realm, in both particularistic and structural ways. A second
messenger then brings the news that Eurydice has also killed herself and, with her last breath, had cursed her
husband and his intransigence. She expresses her regrets at not having married and dying for following the
laws of the gods. The chorus in Antigone lies somewhere in between; it remains within the general moral and
the immediate scene, but allows itself to be carried away from the occasion or the initial reason for speaking.
Creon is the King of Thebes, as well as the uncle of Antigone. The Chorus closes the play with an attempt at
consolation, by saying that although the gods punish the proud, punishment also brings wisdom. Notable
features[ edit ] The Chorus in Antigone departs significantly from the chorus in Aeschylus' Seven Against
Thebes, the play of which Antigone is a continuation. In the first moments of the play, Antigone is opposed to
her radiant sister Ismene. He was elected twice to become a high ranking military officer. Creon enters,
carrying Haemon's body. While the plot of the play seems to explicitly reaffirm the gender essentialism
prevalent in ancient Greece, do the characters themselves endorse the same gender ideology? With her last
breath, she cursed her husband. Zeus is referenced a total of 13 times by name in the entire play, and Apollo is
referenced only as a personification of prophecy. It was the firmly kept custom of the Greeks that each city
was responsible for the burial of its citizens. Ismene serves as a foil for Antigone, presenting the contrast in
their respective responses to the royal decree. Creon is telling his people that Polyneices has distanced himself
from them, and that they are prohibited from treating him as a fellow-citizen and burying him as is the custom
for citizens. He had no divine intimation that his edict would be displeasing to the Gods and against their will.
Creon assents, leaving with a retinue of men. Tiresias , the blind prophet, enters. Proved to be more reasonable
than Creon, he attempts to reason with his father for the sake of Antigone. Given this background, it is striking
that the play contains absolutely no political propaganda or contemporary allusions or references to Athens,
and indeed betrays no patriotic interests whatsoever. Creon is powerfully built, but a weary and wrinkled man
suffering the burdens of rule. This is emphasized by the Chorus in the lines that conclude the play. Princeton
University Press,  There are even more differences in the two plays. It is difficult, however, to determine who
is right and who is wrong, when it is all said and done. A sentry enters, fearfully reporting that the body has
been given funeral rites and a symbolic burial with a thin covering of earth, though no one sees who actually
committed the crime. Even the Chorus of Theban elders, assumed to hold a neutral perspective so as to advise
Creon on matters of society, consists entirely of old Theban men, excluding female perspectives from the
political arena. It is revoked when Polyneices commits what in Creon's eyes amounts to treason. Chanter,
Tina. Such moments of tension destabilize the distinction between nature and culture, between biological
gender characteristics and acquired ones. Creon decides to spare Ismene but rules that Antigone should be
buried alive in a cave as punishment for her transgressions. As a result, the sensitivity and the youth of
Antigone are emphasized. The order he valued so much has been protected, and he is still the king, but he has
acted against the gods and lost his children and his wife as a result.


