
RICHARD RODRIGUEZ ARIA

Aria. A Memoir of a Bilingual Childhood. RICHARD RODRIGUEZ remember, Ñ‚Ð¾ start with, that day in Sacramento, in
a California now nearly thirty years past.

The style of writing alternates between formal and informal tones as the author ties his past experience to the
educational and societal issues faced by bilingual children today. He shares fewer and fewer words with his
mother and father. Being a lower class family, money was not something that was always available. Aria: A
Memoir of a Bilingual Childhood by Richard Rodriguez Posted by aplogosblog on January 27, The intention
of Aria: A Memoir of a Bilingual Childhood is to make known and reflect on the struggles of bilingual
children in an environment where English had become the primary language for communication. However,
bilingual students are in many ways at an advantage. The family grew apart from one another. Rodriguez uses
this essay to show how he fights through his childhood to understand English. His tone now transforms into
guilt. How should we deal with language differences in the classroom? Rodriguez uses first person accounts of
his life and family culture to describe what he lost and gained while transitioning from Spanish to English
language and social contexts. The positive aspects of the position of ESL learners should be emphasized in
school. Rodriguez switches from Spanish terms and phrases to English throughout the essay to contribute to
expressing his childhood. This event brought him a lot forward, as he was no longer feeling as a disadvantaged
child. His connection that held him so close to his family is destabilized. The point Rodriguez is making in his
essay is that growing up as an ESL learner was difficult, but it enabled him to establish a public identity in his
English-speaking community. If children can master more than one language, they will have more
opportunities as professional adults. Rodriguez became more confident of himself in speaking English, and he
finally heard words, not just sounds. By the gain he means the gain in public, public identity. Assimilating to
the American culture helped Richard feel more at ease among the other American students. It is important for
ESL students to practice their secondary language in school, and for teachers to instruct in Standard English.
Speaking clear English will help him to fit in to society. However, as he grew up and with his
Americanization, this became only the past; meaning that there were no longer good bonds in the family and
in public he gained an identity and individuality.


