
CHRISTIANITY AND SECULAR HUMANISM

These three kinds of humanism are facing their greatest challenge, and it is not from each other.

Introduction On a beautiful, busy Saturday afternoon in Cambridge there is a massive queue outside the
Cambridge Union. Secular humanism is a philosophy of life which affirms the universal and unique
significance of humanity, universal human rights, objective moral values, optimism concerning the future of
the human condition, and meaning and purpose in human life. Which humanism should prevail? This
approach is consistent with the fact that for most of human history, including the period of time when
Christianity was the dominant religious worldview in Europe, much of Africa and across the Americas,
subjugation and oppression were the norm. Austin Cline, a former regional director for the Council for Secular
Humanism, writes and lectures extensively about atheism and agnosticism. Most human societies have
operated and continue to operate with legal and social hierarchies where some people are deemed better or
more important than others. Some religious humanists assume that all humanism is religious from a functional
perspective while some secular humanists assume that no humanism can be religious in nature from an
essentialist perspective. Andrew Copson refers to Christian humanism as a "hybrid term The radical shift in
moral thinking he advocates depends upon the abandonment of precisely this concept of imago Dei. He would
write many other works on Aristotle and promote the use of direct translations of Aristotle's work from the
original Greek rather than the medieval Latin translations that currently existed. As this has been developed
over really just the past couple decades, human beings came together and produced Universal Declaration on
Human Rights, our various Human Rights Acts and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. This textual success
began when he discovered and published Lorenzo Valla 's Annotations on the New Testament in , and in a
single year, in , Erasmus published the first Greek edition of the New Testament, an edition of the works of
the Roman philosopher Seneca , and a four-volume edition of St. Whereas secular humanism is constrained to
affirm humanity as it is, Christianity envisions and affirms humanity as it can be in union with Jesus Christ. In
effect, essentialist definitions tend to be "idealized" descriptions which are handy in philosophical texts but
have limited applicability in real life. Atheists frequently describe their lifestance and ethics as "humanist".
Humanism is evidently under considerable strain, perhaps a victim of its success. Personally, I think about the
very recent advent of human rights as an evolving and emergent property of our social interactions. But what
was so radical, so disturbing about this belief in the Incarnation? However, towards the end of the nineteenth
century, this secular optimism underwent a radical critique, headed by philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche. He
attributed the trend to the dominance of secular humanist ideas and teachings in public schools, saying secular
humanists "run" the public school system from elementary school to graduate schools. According to some
religious humanists, all humanism is religious â€” even secular humanism, in its own way. Contrasting
Christianity with its pre-Christian counterparts helps one to gain some sense of its weight. John Locke, for
example, was deeply influenced by the Christian view of the human person. By insisting on one or the other,
the positions become unnecessarily polarized.


