
INCORPORATING QUOTES INTO RESEARCH PAPERS

When writing academic research papers, it is important to find reliable sources to support your argument. Sometimes,
however, once you find.

Introduce or conclude the quote by attributing it to the speaker. Format guidelines for Block Quotation: MLA:
Block quotations, or direct quotations longer than 4 lines of text, should be indented one inch from the left
margin. Whenever you want to leave out material from within a quotation, you need to use an ellipsis, which
is a series of three periods, each of which should be preceded and followed by a space. They should be
double-spaced without quotation marks. In the second example, the exclamation mark remains within the
quotation mark because it is indicating the excited tone in which the coach yelled the command. Turabian:
Block quotations, or direct quotations of words or 8 lines in length, should be indented one inch from the left
margin. Challenge of using this strategy: The point where a quotation is stopped and restarted should make a
smooth connection so that the quote is clear for your reader. The text that has been directly quoted must be
enclosed in quotation marks and the source must be cited. There is no need to put a period at the end. For more
details about particular citation formats, see the UNC Libraries citation tutorial. You should consult a style
manual for complicated situations, but the following two rules apply to most cases: Keep periods and commas
within quotation marks. You have two options. First, ask your instructor for guidance. Note the first example
is introduced with an independent clause, which requires the use of a colon. In that rare instance, you would
use double quotation marks for the second internal quotation. If a paragraph ends with a direct quote, the
writer has obviously failed to comment on the research. Challenge of using this strategy: An overdependence
on block quotation may suggest that 1 the essay is being padded for length; 2 writers using block quotations
are not exhibiting their critical thinking and writing as much as they are collecting the thoughts of other
writers; or 3 the writer should consider paraphrase as a way to communicate the same idea with less
dependence on direct quotation. In general, avoid leaving quotes as sentences unto themselves. Here are some
examples: Research suggests that graphic warnings on cigarette packages promote smoking cessation Smith, 
Challenge of using this strategy: Be certain that the partial direct quotation, along with your own writing, is
not so long that the sentence becomes challenging for the reader to comprehend or follow. Here are a few
examples of situations when you might need brackets: Changing verb tense or pronouns in order to be
consistent with the rest of the sentence. As few words as possible. Henry cites this statistic to reinforce his
argument that a college degree is less valuable today than some might think. It is your responsibility as the
writer to interpret the information for your reader and identify its significance. Your reader still needs your
assessment of why the quotation holds significance for your paper. How much should I quote? Turabian, Kate
L. Benefit of using this strategy: Removing a section from the middle of a quotation allows you to include the
best and most pertinent part of the quotation in your essay. Boller, Jr. However, you should use block
quotations only when you fear that omitting any words will destroy the integrity of the passage.


