
WRITING RESEARCH REPORT PSYCHOLOGY TEST

Of course, before you write up the report you have to research human behavior, and collect some data. If your
hypothesis is unlikely, why are you testing it?.

This works well for methods that are relatively simple and can be described adequately in a few paragraphs.
Exam Tip: In the exam, the types of questions you could expect relating to report writing include; defining
what information you would find in each section of the report, in addition, on the old specification, questions
linked to report writing have included; writing up a method section, results section and designing a piece of
research. Once again remember that references need to be in alphabetical order according to surname. Again,
there should be a clear organization. Or if you are proposing a new theory, then of course you should discuss
findings that are consistent with that theory. These subheadings are standard ones, but they are not always
appropriate, and other subheadings are acceptable. How were the variables operationally defined? These
research studies are generally presented to the scientific community as a journal article. The important thing is
that you give the reader what she needs to find the articles you have cited. However, if there are other studies
that have failed to demonstrate it, you should discuss them too. Provide the participant with the contact details
of the key researchers carrying out the study. Analysis of covariance Remind the participant of the researcher s
contact details. In the second approach, the participants section is followed by separate design and procedure
subsections. Avoid interpreting the results save this for the discussion. Strategies to overcome these ethical
issues 2 Participants: Who is the target population? The reader should not have to read any of the rest of the
paper in order to understand the abstract fully. A final preliminary issue is whether the manipulation was
successful. Thank the participants for giving their consent to take part. In addition, in the exam, you may get
asked to write; a consent form, debriefing sheet or a set of standardised instructions. Most readers are busy. It
is often a good idea to end the paper with a general statement of main message. DO NOT include any raw
data. This is where you would report the results of any manipulation checks. Canadian Journal of Psychology.
For example, it might begin by describing a phenomenon in a general way along with several studies that
demonstrate it, then describing two or more competing theories of the phenomenon, and finally presenting a
hypothesis to test one or more of the theories. Don't neglect either type of reason. Look at it as a real exercise
in cramming the most information in one paragraph. They are not to be used reflexively. It is not a
bibliography a list of the books you used. This is the time to use a footnote. Baron, with help from R. Figures
and tables are supposed to go at the end of the paper, but this is for the benefit of the typesetter. Usually,
articles are mentioned in the text by author and date, e. These usually insure uniformity, but they don't even
help the typesetter. For a course paper or journal article, it is sufficient to review the main papers that are
directly relevant. Explain how the data will be used now and in the future. Do they have certain characteristics
How have participants been allocated to conditions 3 Materials: Description of all equipment used and how to
use it essential for replication Stimulus materials for participants should be in the appendix 4 Procedure: This
is a step-by-step guide of how the study was carried out â€” when, where, how Instructions to participants
must be standardised to allow replication Lengthy sets of instructions and instructions to participants should
be in the appendix 4 Results: A summary of the data. As we have already seen, the authors are listed in an
order that reflects their contribution to the research.


