
THE PARADOX OF WOMEN PLATO AND

first, Plato's feminism, next his homosexuality and misogyny. Finally. I will offer to resolve the apparent paradox of the
woman-hater who championed women

Here, I will not take up the question of totalitarianism, relaunched by Karl Popper right after the Second
World War, which has been the subject of so much debate. Many of these thinkers were self-consciously
countering a recognized misogyny in philosophy but, insofar as they deployed philosophical methods, they
would seem to reject the view that the problem was intrinsic to the discipline of philosophy itself. It should not
be a sign that you are complying with a civic law, which is imposed on you not internally by good will but
externally by force, the only power government has, which is why it should be reserved for weighty matters.
While many contemporary philosophers have little knowledge of the women philosophers of the early modern
period, there are in fact good historical records of these women and their works. If you value the news and
views Catholic World Report provides, please consider donating to support our efforts. Neither of these can
pertain to people governed in that way. Without it, culture would revert to fear and despair. If feminists have
argued both positions, we begin to suspect that there is no such thing as a feminist interpretation of a
philosopher. In The Vindication of the Rights of Women Wollstonecraft argued for the education of women
using Enlightenment principles, while Beauvoir's The Second Sex reflects her marxist and existentialist roots.
James Birx ed. It is thus no longer the body endowed with a female sex that makes a difference, but excellence
of the soul. Gomperz, Th. These efforts illustrate how a range of different feminist approaches to the history of
philosophy can be integrated together. Further, his theories are not stated using gendered notions. Plato is
primarily interested in proving that the guardians of his kallipolis should consist of both gen- ders. The
Collected Dialogues of Plato including the Letters, ed. But I would be even happier if she were to admit that if
we want to keep the positive gains women have made in the last few decades and rebuild a foundation for
fruitful relationships between the sexes, we need to be frank about this paradox: if people want to keep their
freedoms, they need to learn how to exercise some self-restraint. If on the other hand, it can be shown that the
maleness of reason is intrinsic to it, it still does not follow that reason ought to be rejected by feminists. Both
of them, however, consider women to be inferior. This opposition was not arbitrary, and did not necessarily
derive from a will to domination on the part of men, that is, of males. Some early modern women thinkers
were very much involved in this debate, and they are just as easily incorporated into the philosophical story as
Malebranche. Levin, S. What Malebranche highlights is that understanding the nature of causation was a live
philosophical problem: while there was agreement about dismissing final and formal causation, there was
much disagreement about what should replace it, and in particular about the nature of efficient causation. In
contrast, an extrinsically gendered notion typically does carry implications concerning gender, but not
necessarily so. Weininger cited Aristotle's views in the chapter "Male and Female Psychology" of his book.
Scheman ; Bordo ; Lloyd b, ch.


