
CULTURE AND IMPERIALISM A REVIEW OF EDWARD SAID ESSAY

Review of Edward Said, Culture and Imperialism (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, ). Professor Said says that his aim is to set
works of art of the.

Here he builds upon his widely acclaimed earlier work, Orientalism, in which he criticized Western scholars
for seeing the Middle East through Eurocentric eyes. Said quotes the following passage describing Fanny's
visit to the home she left at "Fanny was almost stunned. Fanny was from a poor line of the family, and her
parents are not scrupulous and capable and good and sensible managers of wealth. Out of these spatial
juxtapositions Said develops what he calls contrapuntal readings, using Third World authors to critique
Western views. Said sees "the disputed value of knowledge about imperialism. The book closes with an
interview Said gave to Michael Sprinker and Jennifer Wicke in , which also supplements Culture and
Imperialism. The fineness of Austen's detail "the solitary candle was held between himself and the paper,
without any reference to her possible convenience" renders very precisely the dangers of unsociability, of
lonely insularity, of diminished awareness that are rectivied in larger and better administered spaces. Finally,
the scholars of India Richard G. Robert K. His emphasis is on how much more there is of importance to the
slight references to the colonial world made in great literature. Most criticism, from whatever it's theoretical
perspective, does not go into what Said calls "the structure of attitude and reference. But alas! At the same
time this counterpoint involves an alteration between the general and the specific CI, ; Said creates the general
context from secondary sources, mostly historical, while for the specific he stresses an author, normally but
not always a novelist, 3 and often a single work: Heart of Darkness, Mansfield Park, [End Page ] Aida, Kim.
He suggests that it is precisely in great literature that we are able to see the internal structure of conflict over a
morality that, though not acceptable in the polite society of the empire, has permeated the thinking of those for
whom the great literature was written. He thus can argue that imperialism has survived the disappearance of
the colonial empires and devotes the last section of Culture to its workings in the United States since World
War II. The solitary candle was held between himself and the paper, without any reference to her possible
convenience, but she had nothing to do, and was glad to have the light screened from her aching head, as she
sat in bewildered, broken, sorrowful contemplation. Jane Austen's sensibility could not deal with the issue of
the "slave trade," which, in Mansfield Park, was met with "dead silence. Said also notes that England, unlike
the Spanish and to some extent the French, was more focussed on long-term subjugation of the colonies, on
managing the colonized peoples to cultivate sugar and other commodities for the English. Second, the
challenge is to connect them not only with that pleasure and profit but also with the imperial process of which
they were manifestly and unconcealedly a part; rather than condemning or ignoring their participation in what
was an unquestioned reality in their societies, I suggest that what we learn about this hitherto ignored aspect
actually and truly enhances our reading and understanding of them. But who else does so by using as evidence
classical literature? While he was writing it, Michael Sprinker collected essays on Said, some of which
examine the lectures and articles that went into Culture and Imperialism and so function as a kind of
commentary to it. These are skills which Fanny acquires when she goes, at 10, to live at Mansfield Park. There
is no question," he insists, "that in the past decade the extraordinarily intense reversion to tribal and religious
sentiments all over the world has accompanied and deepened many of the discrepancies among politiies that
have continued since. Said sees bringing these unstated assumptions to awareness as a first step in
transforming the old tentacles of empire. Said's message is that imperialism is not about a moment in history;
it is about a continuing interdependent discourse between subject peoples and the dominant discourse of the
empire. This unusual man writes unusual books. Yes, she thought it would not have been so at Mansfield.
Nubar Housepian shows how Said became involved politically with the Palestinian independence movement
and indicates the limits of that involvement. December 20, I want to give you a sense of Edward Said's view of
empire and colonialism, without asking that you read the whole text. No, in her uncle's house there would
have been a consideration of times and seasons, a regulation of subject, a propritey, an attention towards every
body which there was not here. But when she suggests that those suffering from racism, or any form of
ethnocentrism or sexism, I suppose, should rely on the access they have to the presentation of validity claims
in the dominant discourse, I become skeptical. A day or two might shew the difference.


