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"The Birth-Mark" is a short story by American author Nathaniel Hawthorne. The tale examines obsession with human
perfection. It was first published in the.

They decide to move to the apartments where Aylmer has his laboratory. Aylmer says that because her face is
almost perfect, any mark is shocking. Throughout the story, Aylmer uses fragrance and perfumes to pleasure
and relax Georgiana, as well as to disguise the sinister undertones of his experiments. Georgiana realizes that
Aylmer has been doctoring her food or making her inhale something in the air. Then he gives her a
fast-growing flower that dies as soon as she touches it. Goals to which science and technology more and more
have been put into service. She smiles but then informs Aylmer that she is dying. Robert B. Soon after,
Aylmer brings her the potion, which he demonstrates as effective by rejuvenating a diseased plant with a few
drops. The irony of Aylmer's obsession and pursuit is that he was a man whose "most splendid successes were
almost invariably failures. As the story progresses, Aylmer becomes unnaturally obsessed with the birthmark
on Georgiana's cheek. Georgiana's death is foreshadowed in Aylmer's dream of cutting out the mark, in which
he discovers the birthmark is connected to her heart. She drinks the liquid and sleeps. Aylmer watches her
with tenderness but also as if he is watching a scientific experiment unfold. She sings to him, restoring his
spirits. Plot summary[ edit ] Aylmer is a brilliant and recognized scientist and philosopher drops his focus
from his career and experiments to marry the beautiful Georgiana who is physically perfect except for a small
red birthmark in the shape of a hand on her cheek. On page , the friar who created the prophetic Brazen Head
is a reference to a legend in which the thirteenth-century philosopher and scientist Roger Bacon constructed a
head that would speak to him about the progress of his projects. She realizes that his achievements always fall
short of the goals he originally sets. Thrilled, Aylmer agrees to try. One night, he dreams of cutting the
birthmark out of his wife's cheek removing it like scraping the skin from an apple and then continuing all the
way to her heart. She reads the books in his scientific library, as well as his accounts of his own experiments.


