
ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT TONE MOOD

Erich Maria Remarque has done just this in his novel ''All Quiet on the Western Front'' - in this lesson, learn how and
why he's crafted this particular tone.

Paul realizes immediately that Kemmerich will die, because he is used to seeing death now in a man's face and
eyes. Thinking of the fragile Behm, Paul reflects on how their young, innocent world was destroyed at the first
bombardment. Reflecting on this phrase, Paul thinks, "Youth! When they return from the front with nearly
half of their company either dead or injured they claim the right to all of the rations the cook in the rear has
prepared for the Second Company: enough for almost two complete rations each Remarque  When they visit a
wounded friend in the field hospital who has lost a leg and will die, they discuss whether or not he wants to
give his soft leather boots to his friends Remarque  They have had very little sleep for the fourteen days since
they relieved the front line and seventy of their one hundred and fifty men are dead at the hands of Russian
gunfire. They are like a country of dark hills that sing far down under the ground. And good boots are hard to
come by. Mood is the overall feeling of the piece, or passage. We were all at once terribly alone; and alone we
must see it through. That is long ago. Several parts of the book are autobiographical. Though I am in still
water far away from its centre, I feel the whirl of the vortex sucking me slowly, irresistibly, inescapably into
itself. He had fallen forward and lay on the earth as though sleeping. Callousness and greed are also a part of
this story. Instead of being destroyed by the heavy losses to their company and the injury and death of their
friend, they minimize and accept the loss by concentrating on their personal gain. Bursting through the door,
the flustered mother screamed uncontrollably at the innocent teacher who gave her child an 8 Homework Read
Chapter 6 p. Paul seems at first philosophical and uncaring. In contrast to these themes, Remarque also
provides contrasting motifs of warmth. In fact, when Paul goes home later, he realizes these memories are
from another time and another world. His books were banned and Remarque lost his German citizenship in 
We are none of us more than twenty years old. All Quiet on the Western Front is an excellent, important book.
Along with these comrades, Paul describes several others who will become part of his wartime company:
Tjaden, a nineteen-year-old locksmith, skinny but a big eater; Haie Westhus, nineteen, a peat digger with huge
hands; and Detering, a peace-loving peasant with his wife and farm always on his mind. Instead it appears to
be a survival mechanism. While the company is resting, they play cards, read letters and newspapers, and
smoke.


