
A STUDY OF THE LIFE OF THE ARTIST NAUM GABO

Naum Gabo, pioneering Constructivist sculptor who used materials Gabo studied medicine and natural science, then
philosophy and art history, at the University of Munich in Germany; he also took engineering. subjects of study Early in
his life he changed his name to Gabo in order to distinguish.

After the outbreak of war, the artist decided to move first to Copenhagen and then to Oslo along with his
brother, and he started making his early constructions there. At the same time, Gabo's interest in transparent
materials like glass and plastic - which was profound and enduring from this period onwards - reflected his
ongoing fascination with depicting volume independently of mass. Constructed Head[ edit ] Constructed Head
No. German "Manifiesto realista" , trans. His sculptures initiate a connection between what is tangible and
intangible, between what is simplistic in its reality and the unlimited possibilities of intuitive imagination.
Spanish editor, with J. Gabo's engineering training was key to the development of his sculptural work that
often used machined elements. Over the years his exhibitions have generated immense enthusiasm because of
the emotional power present in his sculpture. The below artworks are the most important by Naum Gabo - that
both overview the major creative periods, and highlight the greatest achievements by the artist. Metal, wood
and electric motor. His influence was important to the development of modernism within St Ives, and it can be
seen most conspicuously in the paintings and constructions of John Wells and Peter Lanyon , both of whom
developed a softer more pastoral form of Constructivism. Teresa Newman, Tate Gallery, London, , 63 pp.
Other members included El Lissitzky and Kurt Schwitters. John E. Early in his life he changed his name to
Gabo in order to distinguish himself from his brother Antoine Pevsner , a painter. He visited London in and
eventually decided to emigrate to the United States in  He taught his philosophy at the Harvard University
School of Architecture between and  Gabo made over 20 free standing variations of the basic spherical theme,
just differing in materials and size. Tower,  Catalogue of an exhibition held at the Tate Gallery, 3 Nov Dec 
Gabo saw the Revolution as the beginning of a renewal of human values. The artist won appraisal and
admiration of many critics and he also got many awards, the most prominent one being the Frank G. Bowlt,
New York: Viking Press, , pp ; repr. He was also innovative in his works, using a wide variety of materials
including the earliest plastics, fishing line, bronze, sheets of Perspex, and boulders. Mellon lectures in the fine
arts, 8. But this piece has its origins in the heady post-revolutionary atmosphere of early s Moscow, where
sculptors were attempting to apply the abstract visual vocabulary of the Suprematist painter Kazimir Malevich
to three-dimensional art. He went on produce a significant and varied body of graphic work, including much
more elaborate and lyrical compositions, until his death in  It was in his sculpture that he evaded all the chaos,
violence, and despair he had survived. Gabo died in , in Connecticut. His first print was a wood engraving in a
section of wood taken from a piece of furniture and printed onto a piece of toilet paper. He organized various
exhibitions and started teaching at the Higher Art and Technical Workshop, with his fellow artists Tatlin and
Rodchenko. Ink on paper. As a student of medicine, natural science and engineering, his understanding of the
order present in the natural world mystically links all creation in the universe. Plywood, c54 x 32 x 31 cm.
During the war years in England, Nabo also introduced nylon filaments into his works, for example Linear
Construction in Space No. Gabo was a fluent speaker and writer of German, French, and English in addition to
his native Russian. His proposal, for example, that Model for an Airport , Tate could be used to advertise
Imperial Airways, as either a desk display or an outdoor sculpture, was never realised. His father was a
wealthy metal works owner, and insisted that his children were well schooled. Issued as a poster to accompany
the artists' joint open-air exhibition on Tverskoie Boulevard, which opened 6 Aug. Gabo was a fluent speaker
and writer in German, French, and English in addition to his native Russian. While in Cornwall he continued
to work, albeit on a smaller scale. He lived in England from to , promoting Constructivism there by editing the
collective manifesto Circle in with the abstract painter Ben Nicholson. He devised systems of construction
which were not only used for his elegantly elaborate sculptures but were viable for architecture as well.


