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If your course is also covering descriptive inference, you would want to supplement the text with additional
material. This research may not lead to a very accurate understanding of the target problem, but may be
worthwhile in scoping out the nature and extent of the problem and serve as a useful precursor to more
in-depth research. The only things that may need updating over time are any links that lead to pages that no
longer exist. The concise Scientific method refers to a standardized set of techniques for building scientific
knowledge, such as how to make valid observations, how to interpret results, and how to generalize those
results. The scientific method allows researchers to independently and impartially test preexisting theories and
prior findings, and subject them to open debate, modifications, or enhancements. It follows the conventions of
including relevant key words and phrases in bold and includes easy to follow definitions of terms. There is no
glossary or index, but keyword searching in the pdf copy is simple and effective. Descriptive research is
directed at making careful observations and detailed documentation of a phenomenon of interest. Clarity
rating: 5 The text is written in a style that is accessible for undergraduates. These observations must be based
on the scientific method i. It offers a unified organization that also allows for mixing and matching chapters if
an instructor wishes to teach the chapters out of order. Interface rating: 4 The text is free of interface issues,
and charts and images appear to be clear and correct. Very little of this method is directly pertinent to the
theoretical level, which is really the more challenging part of scientific research. If any changes are made to
the measuring instruments,. Scientific Method In the preceding sections, we described science as knowledge
acquired through a scientific method. Unlike theories in the natural sciences, social science theories are rarely
perfect, which provides numerous opportunities for researchers to improve those theories or build their own
alternative theories. Grammatical Errors rating: 5 No grammatical errors jumped out at me. However,
recognize that the scientific method operates primarily at the empirical level of research, i. Chapters could be
taught out of order and can be subdivided accordingly. Methodological skills are needed to be an ordinary
researcher, but theoretical skills are needed to be an extraordinary researcher!


