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CHARLES LAMB AS A PERSONAL ESSAYIST Charles Lamb has been acclaimed by common consent as the Prince
among English essayist. He occupies a unique position in the history of English essay. William Hazlitt, himself a great
essayist, praised Lamb in high terms: â€œThe prose essays.

His sympathy is ever strong and active. This view he had made from his personal life. Addison has given up
for the time being the role of a detached critical observer, to assume that of an advocate. The appeared for the
first line in The Reflector published by Leigh Hunt. These are small points, and yet they have a real bearing on
the question of the total impression made by the collections of the two essay- ists. He never bothers about
keeping to the point. Such a comparison does not necessarily imply disparage- ment of the one, nor tmdue
praise of the other. The W. In the same year, Tales from Shakespeare Charles handled the tragedies; his sister
Mary, the comedies was published, and became a best seller for William Godwin 's "Children's Library".
MAC DONALD ponderous style lends itself more fitly to the serious and abstract, but the day for that kind of
essay passed when the curtain was rung down upon " Aphoristic " essayists. What is more, he is a poet. In his
each and every essay we feel the vein of his subjectivity. Lamb's felicity in this respect is too obvious to be
insisted upon here ; every critic of the essayist has dis- cussed these elements of his style. Nostalgia and
wistful longing often underlie his laughter. If one wished to avoid the issue, the thesis that Lamb was the " last
" of the essayists might be defended on the ground of chronology, the collected edi- tions of Hazlitt being
slightly earlier than those of Lamb. On 5 April he went to work in the Accountant's Office for the British East
India Company , the death of his father's employer having ruined the family's fortunes. Who shall decide
which displays the greater " art " as an essayist? Family tragedy[ edit ] Both Charles and his sister Mary
suffered a period of mental illness. He acquired immortal recognition as an essayist. Of particular interest to
Lambarians is the opening verse of the original version of The Old Familiar Faces, which is concerned with
Lamb's mother, whom Mary Lamb killed. According to Lamb, he worked primarily on Shakespeare's
tragedies, while Mary focused mainly on the comedies. Is the explanation not found in the fact that Johnson's
essays are, generally speaking, a reversion to type? Bacon parades his witticisms and profound general truths
in massed battalions. In matters of criticism Arnold " settles hoti's business, dead from the waist down. None
of the other essayists, excepting Steele occasionally, vrrites vrith such pathos as permeates Dream Children
and underlies The Wedding. The upper master i. Lamb, on the other hand, published a book entitled Blank
Verse with Charles Lloyd , the mentally unstable son of the founder of Lloyds Bank. This also contained
critical "characters" of the old writers, [16] which added to the flow of significant literary criticism, primarily
of Shakespeare and his contemporaries, from Lamb's pen. Classical references of course are numerous, but as
has been pointed out, the general reading public of Lamb's day was no longer the kind to respond to such an
appeal; moreover, Lamb was thoroughly convinced that his own native English contained stores as rich as any
to be found in the literature of Greece and Rome. Lamb's essays resemble in intimate talk with the reader
through which he reveals his own character. Immersion in seventeenth-century authors, such as Robert Burton
and Sir Thomas Browne , also changed the way Lamb wrote, adding a distinct flavour to his writing style. No
Didacticism: He is a friend, and not a teacher. Hill's in- troduction to the second series of the Essays of Elia: "
In Lamb's writings, as in Montaigne's, the subject is the writer himself â€” not, however, the mere individual
Lamb, but Lamb as he was connected with his numerous friends, as his sympathy identified him with the
inhabitants of the great city in which he lived. Professor Walker has gone astray in seeking for " Anticipations
of the Essay " in the pamphlet literature of the Elizabethan period. The sonnets were significantly influenced
by the poems of Burns and the sonnets of William Bowles , a largely forgotten poet of the late 18th century.
Andrew Sanders believes that Charles lamb 's essays, Cultivate a form and a style that Lamb admired in his 17
and 18 century mentors Becon, Walton, Fuller, Addison and Steele. Miss Simmons eventually went on to
marry a silversmith and Lamb called the failure of the affair his "great disappointment". His humanity is
visible everywhere. In taking leave of the century it is only necessary to mention Groldsmith and Johnson as
later representatives. Whether this estimate is true or not, he must always be ranked very high amongst
English es- sayists; posterity will ultimately have to decide as to the relative excellence of his novels and
essays. Generally speaking, the secret lies in the fact that Lamb carried on the traditions of the Eng- lish essay,
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the tradition that found its first conscious spokesman in Bacon, was afterwards perpetuated in the periodical
essays of the eighteenth century, and found its fullest, if not its latest, expressions in the Essays of Elia. His
essays are inspired by a influence of the lively remembrance of the past.


