
MAD COW

Bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), commonly known as mad cow disease, is a neurodegenerative disease of
cattle. Symptoms include abnormal.

What is the current risk of acquiring vCJD from eating beef and beef products produced from cattle in
Europe? Scientists can also tell if a cow had BSE by using test kits that can detect the abnormal prion in the
brain. The first known U. Atypical is rarer and happens spontaneously, usually in cows 8-years-old or older.
Individuals who have spent a cumulative time of 3 months or more in the United Kingdom between and , or a
cumulative time of 5 years or more from to present in any combination of countries in Europe, are prohibited
from donating blood. January 28, - The Commodity Futures Trading Commission launches an investigation
into whether some commodity futures market players may have known about the first US case of mad cow
disease before it was announced to the public. The body of a sick cow does not even know the abnormal prion
is there. From through , a British outbreak affects about , cattle and devastates farming communities. This
protects healthy cows from getting BSE by making sure that the food they eat is not contaminated with the
abnormal prion. How is vCJD treated? The first confirmed instance in which an animal fell ill with the disease
occurred in in the United Kingdom , and lab tests the following year indicated the presence of BSE; by
November , the British Ministry of Agriculture accepted it had a new disease on its hands. Most of the people
who have become sick with vCJD lived in the United Kingdom at some point in their lives. There is no proof
that prions are found in muscle meat such as steak or in milk. As for vCJD in humans, autopsy tests are not
always done, so those figures, too, are likely to be too low, but probably by a lesser fraction. Cats are the only
common household pet known to have a version of BSE. Public health control measures have been
implemented in many of the countries to prevent potentially infected tissues from entering the human food
chain. Progressive means that it gets worse over time. The leading theory is that the disease is caused by
infectious proteins called prions say "PREE-ons". If a cow gets BSE, it most likely ate the contaminated feed
during its first year of life. They include banning chicken waste from cattle feed and barring restaurant meat
scraps from being used in animal feed. Furthermore, the rigors of prion purification alone, might, in and of
themselves, have killed the causative virus or bacteria. Newer tests[ specify ] are faster, more sensitive, and
cheaper, so future figures possibly may be more comprehensive. March 24, - France confirms the first case of
BSE since  Even so, critics call the partial prohibitions insufficient. BSE is a progressive neurologic disease of
cows. And Harley's study showed pathology identical to "mad cow" from systemic M.


