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MORTUARY CUSTOMS OF THE NAVAJO INDIANS. BY R. W. SHUFELDT, M.D.. HILE in New Mexico, a few years
ago, the writer had abundant opportunities to.

Skinwalkers have the ability to transform into animals â€” usually to cause harm. Comfortable chairs, water,
snacks, and an umbrella rain or sun are all recommendations for a great parade watching experience. Navajo
men at Yebichai sweat The Navaho life is particularly rich in ceremony and ritual, second only to some of the
Pueblo groups. The Navajos had different ideas about war than Europeans did. Even artwork was separated by
gender. Mourning the Dead According to traditional Navajo beliefs, birth, life, and death are all part of an
ongoing cycle. Many Navajo children like to go hunting and fishing with their fathers. The Navajos traded
regularly with other tribes of the Southwest. Through his faith the ill one has in him, he is able to render the
service of healing. Sandpaintings The medicine person may also create sandpaintings, using sand in many
different colours. Black could be referred to as night, White could be referred to as dawn, blue could be
referred to as day, and yellow could be referred to as dusk. There are many who believe that the visions that
they have been granted in forms of dreams and prayers as well as rituals are from the visions. They were
taught to live in harmony with Mother Earth, Father Sky and the many other elements such as man, animals,
plants, and insects. Navajo men are often farmers and ranchers now Just like all Natives, Navajos love jokes
about Columbus and Thanksgiving, but they also are credited with making up the first mother-in-law jokes.
These four men are the only ones present at the burial. What was Navajo transportation like in the days before
cars? Rodeos are always a favorite in Navajo country. The number four permeates traditional Navajo
philosophy. Also called shape shifters, witches or sorcerers, their presence is accompanied by a bad smell.
Navajo men also hunted deer, antelope, and small game, while women gathered nuts, fruits, and herbs. Today,
the Navajo Nation is led by a president and tribal council that are elected by all the people. Did anyone say
food? Note is made of nine of their great nine-day ceremonies for the treatment of ills, mental and physical.
Facts The Navajo people will not chop down or cut the pinon or cedar tree. Ceremonies The Navaho life is
particularly rich in ceremony and ritual, second only to some of the Pueblo groups. What may not be common
knowledge is the fact that the Navajo have always lived on land within the four sacred mountains, and they
have always relied on a desert economy. What were Navajo homes like in the past? When a medicine man is
called to perform a "sing", or healing ceremony, he comes not only prepared to heal but to tell the story of the
people and their beginning from the first world to their emergence into the fourth world. We encourage
students and teachers to visit our Navajo language and culture pages for in-depth information about the tribe,
but here are our answers to the questions we are most often asked by children, with Navajo pictures and links
we believe are suitable for all ages. Navajo is a complex language with tones and many different vowel
sounds. The Navajo Code Talkers are national heroes. What were Navajo clothes like? The funeral is held as
soon as possible; more than likely it will be held the next day.


