
THE RISE OF AMERICA AS A SUPERPOWER

The Birth of a Superpower. The global equilibrium, which had allowed the United States to grow and prosper in virtual
isolation since was gone.

Compared with Britain, let alone the United States, it lacked the basic elements of modernity: There were just
, automobiles in Germany in , and one-quarter of all Germans still worked as farmers as of  However, the war
continued for another two years and ended when the North Vietnamese troops and the troops of the National
Liberation Front of South Vietnam entered Saigon, the capital of the pro-US regime in South Vietnam, in
April , soon after the last US planes and helicopters had left the city. Citing speculation of the United States
relative decline in power to the rest of the world, economic hardships, a declining dollar, Cold War allies
becoming less dependent on the United States and the emergence of future powers around the world. The
protest began in Montgomery in the state of Alabama where the African American people started a boycott of
buses. Moreover, as competing great powers, China's economic influence had already broken out of its
regional confines long ago and is on track on directly contesting the United States role as the center for
economic trade and commerce. To spread the "gospel of Americanism" to the last corners of the earth, the
president set up what amounted to a globally active propaganda agency, the Committee for Public Information
CPI , headed by journalist George Creel. Britain and France paid for these purchases by floating larger and
larger bond issues to American buyersâ€”denominated in dollars, not pounds or francs. But Dr Beckley
believed things are unlikely to go badly because the US has "the best fundamentals for future growth". The
world owed the United States billions of dollars, but the world was going to have to find another way of
earning that money than selling goods to the United States. Back then, though, Europe was the nerve center of
the world. In the most prosperous country of the world, about 15 per cent of the population over 30 million
people was officially classified as poor in the s. Between and , world financial flows could be simplified into a
daisy chain of debt. Military Possessed largest armed forces and air force in the world and the second of the
world's largest navies. And then he uttered a sentence that US presidents have used again and again to justify
military intervention -- no one more clearly and with less credibility than George W. Only last year, it was dug
up to justify the government's rigid position against disagreeable whistleblowers like Chelsea Manning and
Edward Snowden. Whatever happened, it was apparent that only the United States and the Soviet Union could
compete at this level. But after World War I, the money flowed the other way. When Dwight Eisenhower
became president in , he acknowledged not only that Britain was dominant in the Middle East, as it was
throughout this era, but also that it wielded a veto over U. This was followed three years later by the first
Soviet manned flight in space. Generally self-sufficient using a minimal amount of imports, although it
suffered resource inadequacies such as in agriculture. But one important effect ultimately rebounded on
Americans. In the s, during the presidency of Ronald Reagan , a major scandal broke out. There was nothing
invisible about it. He was also able to confiscate 97 German and Austrian ships in US ports, which were then
used to transport 40, soldiers to Europe. Ties with paramilitary and guerrilla groups in the developing world. A
militant Black movement called Black Power also began to gain ground. When his private secretary, Joseph
Tumulty, brought him the news, Wilson's face became pale, and he said: "This means war. Others argue that
the notion of a superpower is outdated, considering complex global economic interdependencies and propose
that the world is multipolar. For Europeans, they were uniformly grim, and worse. Western Europe and Japan
have become the major economic rivals to the United States. Supported liberal democracies and
anti-communist dictatorships around the world. However, the legal rights by themselves were not very
effective and the civil rights movement increasingly became a radical movement. Postâ€”Cold War era[ edit ]
The New York Stock Exchange trading floor economic power such as a large nominal GDP and a world
reserve currency are important factors in projection of hard power After the dissolution of the Soviet Union in
which ended the Cold War , the postâ€”Cold War world has in the past been considered by some to be a
unipolar world, [52] [53] with the United States as the world's sole remaining superpower. A major peace
initiative was taken in when the US President Kennedy and the Soviet Union Premier Khrushchev signed a
treaty banning nuclear tests in the atmosphere, in the outer space and underwater. When the U. Britain was
willing to relax its demands on France.


