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It is a necessary and critical strategy for academic reading for the following reasons: You read as if you were
going to be tested on it immediately upon completion. Reading the headings and introductory paragraphs
carefully is crucial. While it may seem that this strategy of four reading stages takes a lot of time, it will
become more natural for you as you continue applying it. Throughout this chapter, you will follow a first-year
student named Crystal. Some of its benefits to the study process include: Increased focus: By asking
interpretative questions, determining relevance, and searching for your answers, you are involved and less
likely to be bored or distracted. After several years of working as a saleswoman in a department store, Crystal
has decided to pursue a degree in elementary education and become a teacher. However, for some reading
assignments, you may be expected to form a general understanding but not necessarily master the content.
When you are assigned to read from a textbook, be sure to use available comprehension aids to help you
identify the main points. Graphic features such as sidebars, diagrams, and charts help students understand
complex information and distinguish between essential and inessential points. Also, using these four stages
will actually save you time because you will already have retained a lot, if not all, of the content, so when it is
time to study for your exam, you will find that you already know the material. At the far end of the reading
difficulty scale are scholarly books and journal articles. Some texts make that task relatively easy. Clearly
focusing our reading purpose on surveying, reading closely, being inquisitive, and reading critically, means we
are reading for specific results: we read faster, know what we want, and read to get it. By analyzing
relationships between the material read and other readings or experience, you can make connections. Practical
uses Any material that requires both thorough comprehension and needs or inspires examination Critical
reading Critical reading is necessary in order to determine the salience or key points of the concepts presented,
their relevance, and the accuracy of arguments. Its main purpose is to help ensure that you understand what
you are reading and to help you store information in a logical and organized way, so when you need to recall
the information, it is easier for you to do so. Your instructor may make some of these connections explicitly,
but if not, try to draw connections on your own. For instance, you might also read to compare two texts, to
formulate a personal response to a text, or to gather ideas for future research. If it was easy for everyone but
you, you may need to see your instructor for help. Additionally, academic journal articles often include a
summary at the beginning, called an abstract, and electronic databases include summaries of articles too.
Stimulation of creativity: This involvement will raise new questions for you and inspire further research. As
you read about Crystal, think about how you can use her experience to get the most out of your own
experience. You will also learn a variety of strategies for mastering these new challengesâ€”and becoming a
more confident student and writer. Identify one long-term goal you would like to have achieved by the time
you complete your diploma or degree. Reading Strategies Your post-secondary courses will sharpen both your
reading and your writing skills.


