
THOMAS CLARKSON ESSAY

Thomas Clarkson, An Essay on the Slavery and Commerce of the Human Species, particularly the African, translated
from a Latin Dissertation, which was.

Thomas was not the only notable member of his family. There was not a state or seignory, which did not want
all the hands they could muster, either to defend their own right, or to dispute that of their neighbours. Ann,
Jamaica. He could not complete the ride without frequent stops to dismount and walk, tortured by the awful
visions of the traffic in human lives. Clarkson prepared pamphlets, from his fact finding travels, to raise public
awareness and support in their fight against the slave trade. A pub in Wisbech was named the Clarkson Arms
closed in and is opposite a tree-lined road named Clarkson Avenue in his honour. He got off his horse and sat
down by the roadside at Wadesmill in Hertfordshire, feeling that someone should do something about this evil.
To enumerate their various employments, and to describe the miseries which they endured in consequence,
either from the severity, or the long and constant application of their labour, would exceed the bounds we have
proposed to the present work. They were sometimes prepared; were superior often, in many points of view, to
these invaders of their liberty; there were an hundred accidental circumstances frequently in their favour.
Coming in sight of Wades Mill, in Hertfordshire, I sat down disconsolate on the turf by the roadside and held
my horse. They were tamed, like beasts, by the stings of hunger and the lash, and their education was directed
to the same end, to make them commodious instruments of labour for their possessors. Clarkson was upset and
was forced to defend his reputation. Agitated in this manner, I reached home. He faced much opposition from
supporters of the trade in some of the cities he visited. Here in the early s he met his wife, a niece of Mrs
Hardcastle. The Europeans still pursued them; they entered their rivers; sailed up into the heart of the country;
surprized the unfortunate Africans again; and carried them into slavery. With respect to the latter
consideration, which is easily deducible from hence, we shall only appeal to the wonderful effect, which the
fable, pronounced by Demosthenes against Philip of Macedon, produced among his hearers; or to the fable,
which was spoken by Menenius Agrippa to the Roman populace; by which an illiterate multitude were
brought back to their duty Edition: current; Page: [30] as citizens, when no other species of oratory could
prevail. He was born in Wisbech, Cambridgeshire, England in  He was buried at the local church St Mary's,
Playford. On returning however to London, the subject of it almost wholly engrossed my thoughts. Between
and , Clarkson's brother John was involved in the attempt to establish a settlement of former slaves in Sierra
Leone in west Africa. This treatment, which thus proceeded in the ages of barbarism, from the low estimation,
in which slaves were unfortunately held from the circumstances of the commerce, did not fail of producing, in
the same instant, its own effect. In , Quakers, chiefly from the London area, presented Parliament with their
signatures on the first petition against the slave trade. When the latter therefore was removed, it received a
considerable shock; but, alas!


