
THE CHILDREN OF HURIN BOOK REVIEW

Nicholas Lezard joins the fans of Middle-earth and visits a time before The Lord of the Rings in JRR Tolkienâ€™s The
Children of HÃºrin. So off he went, to his publisherâ€™s relief, to finish The Lord of the Rings. The Children of HÃºrin
takes place in the First Age, or some 6, years.

In fact, what Tolkien most wanted to publish was The Silmarillion, the mythology he had begun in the First
World War, inconveniently entirely hobbit-free. It depicts evil as a runaway train. This is far from the
black-and-white moral landscape that critics too often decry in Tolkien's works. When you begin reading J.
Unlike everything else that's come out under his name since The Silmarillion, published 40 years ago, it's a
complete narrative, painstakingly assembled by Christopher Tolkien from his father's manuscripts. Yet it does.
But as he went, Glaurung spoke behind him, saying in a fell voice: 'Haste you now, son of Hurin, to Dorlomin!
Some said as long that I have watched the movies and have the basic knowledge from the first half of The
Silmarillion or some thorough Wikipedia research which I did on both account , it should be enough. Tolkien
and edited by Christopher Tolkien, the son of Tolkien. It sits in the middle of some of the great defeats of the
free people of Middle-earth, and the dominance of their great enemy, Morgoth. Beren and Luthien are
contemporaries to this tale, as are those from their family. Only now, for the first time since , has any cohesive
and complete narrative appeared to join the other three major books in the Middle Earth canon. Cruelty and
brutality are explicit. Even the landscape was more spectacular, and the earthly paradise of Valinor could still
be reached, in theory if not always in practice, by ordinary boat. Once its wheels are set in motion, there's
nothing to stop it until everything goes off the rails in a spectacular crash. And while Tolkien could easily spin
the simple and uncluttered storytelling of The Hobbit and the opening chapters of The Fellowship of the Ring,
he is also the academic who spent six years working on The Lay of Leithian, an epic poem about the First Age
running over lines in octosyllabic rhyming couplets, a style popular around the time of the Norman Conquest.
The dragon Glaurung sets a snare of circumstance for him and his unrecognised long-lost sister, then laughs
with 'the laughter of Morgoth' at their agonies. The first print run, I gather, is half a million. I also failed to
finish The Silmarillion. I felt sad at the end, it was that well written also you get to see a little into the First
Age. I was so excited while readingI had to close the book for a few seconds every now and then to just calm
the sheer joy I was having reading and get into the more serious mood of the book. It's an epic tragedy to make
Hamlet sigh and thank his lucky stars he got off so easily. We've found that while readers like to know what
we think of a book they find additional reader reviews a massive help in deciding if it is the right book for
them. Tolkien anoraks will recognise parts of the new novel from bits and pieces published in posthumous
collections in the late s and mid-Eighties, when Christopher Tolkien, now 82, began annotating the mountain
of manuscripts that his father had left behind. Tolkien's publisher told him that the public was now hungry to
hear more about Bilbo Baggins and his kind. Who can say? The Children of Hurin is relatively a short book.
Or perhaps the Orcs shall come before you, once again. Or rather: there is humour in Malory. Tolkien, ed. I
would still recommend that one wishing to understand the pre-history of Tolkien's world would be better
served by reading The Silmarillion and Unfinished Tales but there are definitely a few chapters within The
Children of Hurin which make reading it a worthwhile venture for die-hard fans and newcomers alike. Evil
triumphs here in the cruelest possible way. And were I in Christopher's shoes, I couldn't begrudge him the
latter. There is a great, medieval bar over his imagination, beyond which nothing except tobacco is permitted.
As a result, we have a single, continuous story, with no editorial intrusion, that brings people for the first time
into easy access to one of the most important stories Tolkien ever wrote, after The Lord of the Rings and The
Hobbit. The epic of Beowulf, the legends of Sir Gawain were his templates. Actually, the First Age here
seems a pretty miserable place to be; Orcs everywhere, people being hunted into outlawhood or beggary, and
with no relief, light or otherwise, from a grumpy, pipe-smoking wizard. Shelves: owned-physical-books 4.


