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SECTION 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS Article 2 . Legal status of the territorial sea, of the air space over the territorial
sea and of.

In addition, the decline of Socialism and the fall of Communism in the late s had removed much of the support
for some of the more contentious Part XI provisions. References The main author of this article is Magdalena
Muir Please note that others may also have edited the contents of this article. Foreign ships exercising the right
of innocent passage through the territorial sea shall comply with all such laws and regulations and all
generally accepted international regulations relating to the prevention of collisions at sea. All waters inside
this baseline are designated Archipelagic Waters. Foreign vessels have no right of passage within internal
waters. The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea lays down a comprehensive regime of law and
order in the world's oceans and seas establishing rules governing all uses of the oceans and their resources.
The United States objected to the provisions of Part XI of the Convention on several grounds, arguing that the
treaty was unfavorable to American economic and security interests. The coastal State may, where necessary
having regard to the safety of navigation, require foreign ships exercising the right of innocent passage
through its territorial sea to use such sea lanes and traffic separation schemes as it may designate or prescribe
for the regulation of the passage of ships. Click for presentation delivered by the IMO Secretariat. Fishing,
polluting, weapons practice, and spying are not "innocent", and submarines and other underwater vehicles are
required to navigate on the surface and to show their flag. The Convention was a package deal that had to be
accepted as a whole in all its parts without reservation on any aspect. The areas are as follows: Internal waters
Covers all water and waterways on the landward side of the baseline. The Division for Ocean Affairs and the
Law of the Sea DOALOS of the Office of Legal Affairs of the United Nations serves as the secretariat of the
Convention on the Law of the Sea and provides information, advice and assistance to States with a view to
providing a better understanding of the Convention and the related Agreements, their wider acceptance,
uniform and consistent application and effective implementation. At the time of its adoption, the Convention
embodied in one instrument traditional rules for the uses of the oceans and at the same time introduced new
legal concepts and regimes and addressed new concerns. It was adopted by the Conference on 10 December 
The contiguous zone may not extend beyond 24 nautical miles from the baselines from which the breadth of
the territorial sea is measured. There shall be no suspension of transit passage. Transit passage means the
exercise in accordance with this Part of the freedom of navigation and overflight solely for the purpose of
continuous and expeditious transit of the strait between one part of the high seas or an exclusive economic
zone and another part of the high seas or an exclusive economic zone. The Convention entered into force in
accordance with its article on 16 November , 12 months after the date of deposit of the sixtieth instrument of
ratification or accession. In the designation of sea lanes and the prescription of traffic separation schemes
under this article, the coastal State shall take into account: a the recommendations of the competent
international organization; b any channels customarily used for international navigation; c the special
characteristics of particular ships and channels; and d the density of traffic. Article 41 Sea lanes and traffic
separation schemes in straits used for international navigation 1. Subject to the provisions of this section,
States bordering straits may adopt laws and regulations relating to transit passage through straits, in respect of
all or any of the following: a the safety of navigation and the regulation of maritime traffic, as provided in
article 41; b the prevention, reduction and control of pollution, by giving effect to applicable international
regulations regarding the discharge of oil, oily wastes and other noxious substances in the strait; c with respect
to fishing vessels, the prevention of fishing, including the stowage of fishing gear; d the loading or unloading
of any commodity, currency or person in contravention of the customs, fiscal, immigration or sanitary laws
and regulations of States bordering straits. The convention set the limit of various areas, measured from a
carefully defined baseline. The Convention came into force on 16 November  Article 24 Duties of the coastal
State 1. Overlaps between the two groups were resolved, but a decline in the demand for minerals from the
seabed made the seabed regime significantly less relevant. Ratification of, or accession to, the Convention
expresses the consent of a state to be bound by its provisions. Charges may be levied upon a foreign ship
passing through the territorial sea as payment only for specific services rendered to the ship. Today, it is the
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globally recognized regime dealing with all matters relating to the law of the sea.


