
ERICH FROMM LOVE THE ANSWER TO THE PROBLEM OF HUMAN

EXISTENCE

A paean to, and exposition of, love, extracted as an extended set of quotations from Erich Fromm's The Art of Loving.
This book, in my view.

You may say he transcends it because of the new historical developments and possibilities he is aware of,
while the majority still think in traditional terms. I want the loved person to grow and unfold for his own sake,
and in his own ways, and not for the purpose of serving me. We know our fellow man, and yet we do not
know him, because we are not a thing, and our fellow man is not a thing. The same distinction exists in Marx
when he distinguishes between "constant" or "fixed" drives and "relative" drives. And certainly I do not mean
to enter here into the complex problem of the revolutionary thinker. This position will be characterized by
some as "overoptimistic," "utopian," or "unrealistic. I believe that love is the main key to open the doors to the
"growth" of man. The existential contradiction within man to which I would now add also the contradiction
between limitations which reality imposes on his life, and the virtually limitless imagination which his brain
permits him to follow is what I believe to be one of the motives of psychological and social dynamics. It is not
his upright posture. Just because the Arabs fled? The knowledge and awareness of the freeing alternatives can
reawaken in an individual all his hidden energies and put him on the path to choosing respect for " life "
instead of for " death. The portion of this statement, "Love is the only sane and satisfactory answer to the
problem of human existence" has been widely quoted alone, resulting in a less reserved expression, and
sometimes the portion following it has been as well: "Any society which excludes, relatively, the development
of love, must in the long run perish of its own contradiction with the basic necessities of human nature. But it
seems to me essential that in a certain sense he transcends his society. Love is a productive orientation for
which it is essential that there be present at the same time : concern , responsibility , and respect for and
knowledge of the object of the union. If a society system disintegrates or is destroyed by blows from the
outside the society ends in chaos, and a completely new society is built upon its ruins, often using the elements
of the destroyed system to build the new. The whole culture is geared to this kind of pathology â€¦ it is the
fully sane person who feels isolated in the insane society The full answer lies in the achievement of
interpersonal union, of fusion with another person, in love. In the act of loving, of giving myself, in the act of
penetrating the other person, I find myself, I discover myself, I discover us both, I discover man. But, what
also happens is that the society is not simply destroyed but that the system is changed, and a new system
emerges which can be considered to be a transformation of the old one. Rational faith as well as rational
despair are based on the most thorough, critical knowledge of all the factors that are relevant for the survival
of man. Even good deeds by the enemy are considered a sign of particular devilishness, meant to deceive us
and the world, while our bad deeds are necessary and justified by our noble goals which they serve. He has to
have a frame of orientation which permits him to organize a consistent picture of the world as a condition for
consistent actions. All empirical forms or human needs and drives have to be understood as results of the
social practice in the last analysis based on the productive forces , class structure , etc. If one truly responds to
man and his future, ie, concernedly and "responsibly. He cannot go back to the prehuman state of harmony
with nature ; he must proceed to develop his reason until he becomes the master of nature , and of himself.


