
WRITE A BOOK REVIEW ASSIGNMENT HIGH SCHOOL

After reading the book, you are to write a book review, following the guidelines below. This book review will be worth a
point essay grade, which will go in.

Support your argument with direct quotes Just as you would in academic writing , carefully select passages
from the book you are reviewing to support your argument. Sometimes a book will have a moral â€” a lesson
to learn. Is it mostly realistic with elements of fantasy animals that can talk, for example? If not, to what ages
or type of reader would it appeal? Does the author cover the subject adequately? Introduction Since most
reviews are brief, many writers begin with a catchy quip or anecdote that succinctly delivers their argument.
This involves your reactions to the work under review: what strikes you as noteworthy, whether or not it was
effective or persuasive, and how it enhanced your understanding of the issues at hand. The fourth step deals
with literary qualities of the text. For example, the first paragraph should present a brief plot of the book; the
second â€” the main characters and their brief descriptions; the third â€” problems which can be associated
with the plot. Is there anything that would be helpful for the reader to know about the author? Graduate
students, beware! You'll never know when life will make new challenges but you need to know how to cope
with them at once! You should attempt to do the same. I was more interested in the private lives of the women
brewsters. Did the body of your review have three negative paragraphs and one favorable one? PLOT What
happens? In general, you should include: The name of the author and the book title and the main theme. You
can use the transition word handout at the end of the Writer's Toolbox to find ideas for words to connect the
ideas in your review. Sign in Writing a Book Report for College If you find writing a book report a
challenging task, you can always contact a professional writing service, which will help you complete the
assignment in a best possible way! Although many reviews begin with a short summary of the book This book
is aboutâ€¦ , there are other options as well, so feel free to vary the way you begin your reviews. Is it a series?
Do they act like real people act or are they too good or too evil to be believable? How has his or her
background qualified him or her to write about this particular subject? But you can introduce your review
differently depending on the argument and audience. If the author wanted you to get one idea from the book,
what would it be? This section serves for a deeper steeping into the structure of the text. Do you find that
evidence convincing? So the paper is supposed to be written in the persuasive and a bit informal tone. What
makes it special or worthwhile? Determine the author's principal argument, the chief themes of the text, the
kinds of evidence used, and the way in which the author uses them. Is this his or her first book? I liked how
the book showed ale and beer brewing as an economic activity, but the reader gets lost in the details of prices
and wages. That is why the best thing you can do is contact our skilled writers and let them write your book
critique, while you concentrate on the tasks you are good at. Still that is not always enough as professors
might ask additional questions. The best choice here is not to get writing too vague and provide one or two
examples from the text. If the book is a biography or autobiography, how sympathetic is the subject? Thus, it
will become the important milestone of the whole review. We also recommend that you ask yourself questions
as you read. Some common themes include: change, desire to escape, facing a challenge, heroism, the quest
for power, and human weaknesses. It is a place to deliver personal commentaries about structural elements of
the book. Compose your review as you would any essay, with an argument supported by evidence, and a clear,
logical structure. Although the student gives several reasons for the negative review, those examples do not
clearly relate to each other as part of an overall evaluationâ€”in other words, in support of a specific thesis.
See our handout on argument. The point is that someoneâ€”a professor, a journal editor, peers in a study
groupâ€”wants to know what you think about a particular work.


