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A Rose for Emily book. Read reviews from the world's largest community for readers. Emily is a member of a family in
the antebellum Southern aristocr.

First, let us examine our emotional response to the scene. Notes 1. Through what the town feels, says, thinks,
and does we gradually obtain a fairly clear idea of its character as a group. The house stands in a neighborhood
of obliterated august names as her grave is among "the ranked and anonymous" graves of Civil War soldiers.
We are encouraged to feel about Emily in a way that the town fails to feel, so that we come to appreciate her
human uniqueness as the town does not. Emily herself rarely leaves the home after that, except for a period of
half a dozen years when she gives painting lessons. A series of confrontations between Emily and Jefferson
takes place in the following sections. One apparent effect of this alteration is to prevent us from easily
perceiving the possible relation of these seemingly isolated events. Just before it, our pity for Emily and
contempt for the town have reached their highest points. Though his work was published as early as , and
largely during the s and s, Faulkner was relatively unknown until receiving the Nobel Prize in Literature, "for
his powerful and artistically unique contribution to the modern American novel. Or is that why these stories
make the lists in the first place? The images in that novel the old woman hearing her own coffin being made
by her son beneath her window, then the family carrying the coffin on a shaky carriage across a river haunt
better than any ghost, so I was hoping for more of the same. A desperate and slightly crazed spinster who kills
to possess him? As Americans we usually side with the underdog, yet we are not sure how to judge Emily.
Merrill Pub. Before we have seen an actual incident, we have a sense of antagonistic forces and a judging
narrative consciousness. We should now be alerted to watch for a continuation of this pattern. Emily's funeral
is over before the story begins, and the last scene of the story is in the past tense. She murdered to expiate her
crime. As so many critics have so ably shown, even after agreement is reached on the content and extent of her
actions, those actions admit of numerous explanations. The last sentence of the paragraph suggests that
Emily's removal to the cemetery is parallel to the house's removal from selectness. Beginning with section
one, let us look closely at the text and our responses to it. The body had apparently once lain in the attitude of
an embrace, but now the long sleep that outlasts love, that conquers even the grimace of love, had cuckolded
him. Because she is a poor Lady, she should not have to pay taxes; because she is a Lady, Judge Stevens
cannot tell her to her face that she smells bad, and the aldermen are forced into their ludicrous escapade; and
because she is a Lady, the plebeian townspeople envy her and are glad to discover evidence that she may be
ordinary. They say she will eventually persuade him, but we never know if she does. The generations are
similar in that they both choose to deal with an idea of Emily, rather than with Emily herself; they are different
in that they have different ideas of her and, therefore, approach her and her taxes differently. They say she will
marry Homer, then discover that he likes men and is not a marrying man. They, especially the older
generation, are eager to turn her status against her when she is courted by a Yankee day laborer. What about
the role of wife and mother? The more recently flourishing discussion of the narration has centered on the
narrative voice, whether it is distinct from or coincident with the voice or voices of the town. The old black
servant, now very old, silently lets in the funeral-goers and then disappears. Page numbers appearing in the
text are from this edition. Colonel Sartoris, the mayor -- he who fathered the edict that no Negro woman
should appear on the streets without an apron -- remitted her taxes. What is significant about the gray hair at
the end of the short story? Is Emily a black widow who devours her unsuspecting lover? Emily's isolation after
the disappearance of Homer is to be expected as her reassertion of morality. So Emily remains very much a
mystery.


