
WITCHCRAFT AND THE SPANISH INQUISITION

The Basque witch trials of the 17th century represent the only serious attempt at rooting out witchcraft ever undertaken
by the Spanish Inquisition, which was.

But the court was anything but faithful to the Pope, and the Magisterium. Healers and midwives were
persecuted for their 'magical knowledge' of herbs. It would not be until the English were finally driven from
Rouen in November of , near the end of the war, that the slow process of appealing the case would be initiated.
For the rest of the sixteenth century the Inquisition continued to maintain its hostility to persecution. The
Inquisition was also a mass attempt to keep women powerless. The people now actively sought out demons
that weren't there, and were eager to accept the facts the Church fed to them as a new explanation for natural
misfortune. The approach adopted by the Inquisition by no means signified that witches escaped, nor was
Spain any more enlightened in this matter than other countries. If any person used what was now called
witchcraft to help someone, they were still dealt with as though they had murdered a person. And if your
knowledge of the "Burning Times" is based on popular or Pagan literature, nearly everything you know may
be wrong. In the Celtic world, certain trees were held sacred. The writings of those who attacked witchcraft at
the time show no identifiable prejudice against women as women. This chain reaction could kill many before
it found an end. White magic is used against black magic, Up until the late 's the Church downplayed the role
of witchcraft. The village of Zugarramurdi holds the Witchcraft Museum highlighting the appalling events of
the early 17th century, where the memory of the victim villagers is dignified. For years, the responsibility for
the Great Hunt has been dumped on the Catholic Church's door-step. In Pope Alexander IV explicitly refused
to allow the Inquisition from investigating charges of witchcraft: "The Inquisitors, deputed to investigate
heresy, must not intrude into investigations of divination or sorcery without knowledge of manifest heresy
involved. Between and over men were tried by it on bestiality or homosexuality charges, and at least 36 of
them were executed. But what of the Inquisition? But the Vatican eventually opened the archives to
researchers so that they could better understand not just the motivation for the inquisitions, but the methods.
He believed that there were not only witches, but also enchantresses, necromancers, hydromancers, fortune
tellers, astrologists, and healers who used magic to help people. If you are reading a book that was produced
before or a book that is influenced by anything writing between then the numbers are probably skewed by this
book. In northern France and in Aragon, during the sixteenth century more men than women were prosecuted
for the offense. If you find an error please notify us in the comments. I deduce the importance of silence and
reserve from the experience that there were neither witches nor bewitched until they were talked and written
about.


